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Junior Women’s Club Helps Domestic Violence Survivors
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA JUNIOR WOMEN'S CLUB

ln June 2007, Candice Lopez,
a passionate-about-her-work
woman advocate visited the North-
ern Virginia Junior Women's Club
monthly meeting to introduce her
organization—Doorways for Women
and Families in Arlington, Va. She
talked about the organization’s mis-
sion and the inspiring work being
done there.

Candice said Doorways empowers
women and families who suffer from
domestic violence, are homeless, or
k to live safe, secure, and self-
sufficient lives. They provide self-
sufficiency and prevention services,
and educate the larger community
about domestic violence and home-
lessness. Prior to Doorways’ found-
ing in 1978, the only shelter for bat-
tered or homeless women ond their
children in Arlington was a night in
a motel. Doorways was developed
through an interfaith collaboration
and became Arlington’s first emer-
gency and safe house shelter.

The Northern Virginia Junior
Women's Club was deeply moved
and inspired by Candice and want-
ed to help. Over the next several
months, the elub collected needed
and requested items for Doorway's
clients (e.g., paper towels, shampoo,
laundry detergent, and more valu-
ing $125), and searched for more op-
portunities to work with and support
the organization. We asked Candice
to come back to talk to us in Octo-
ber for Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. She gladly agreed and
during our Oetober 30 club meeting,
Candice shared stories of domestic
violence in our state, along with ad-
vice on how to help if a friend was in
a domestic violence situation.

Over the last year, our small club
has diligently fundraised. We are

>> A Morthern Virginia Junior Women's
Club member presents a check to a
Doorways representative. Doorways
helps survivers of domestic violence.
e P R A O PR S PR
excited that our efforts have paid
off and the club was able to donate
some of those hard-raised funds to a
very worthy cause.

In recognition of Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, the club
presented Candice with a check for
$200 for Doorways. and the prom-
ise of more support in the future.
The donation will help ensure that
the clients staying at the Doorways
shelters have the support, both
emotionally and materially, they so
desperately need.

In November, the Northern Vir-
ginia Junior Women's Club held
a social event at a Crate & Barrel
store. The store closed its doors
for the event, where club members
sold tickets for entry. One-hundred
percent of the ticket sales and 10
percent of the purchase sales from
this private shopping event went to
Doorways.
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