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New Words for a Familiar Mission: 
Creating Pathways

Every request for help is unique. It may come from a concerned 
father who calls our Domestic Violence Hotline seeking advice 
because he fears his daughter is in an abusive relationship. 
Or from a young mother who walks into the Arlington County 
Courthouse seeking a protective order from her abusive partner. 
One family may need immediate shelter in our Freddie Mac 
Foundation Family Home, while another, with our help, may be 
able to move directly into long-term housing of their own. 

Every woman and family that walks through our doorway is at 
a different point on their pathway out of domestic violence 
and homelessness. But one thing is consistent: our vision is 
for everyone in our community to live free of violence in safe, 
affordable housing. It is a simple vision, but one that requires a full 
range of responses to achieve. And to best reflect the many ways 
in which we achieve this vision, we are proud to announce our new 
mission statement:  

Doorways for Women and Families creates 
pathways out of domestic violence and 

homelessness leading to safe and stable lives.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying spring’s arrival. 
With rising numbers of families falling into homelessness, we must continue to evolve new approaches and strive to reach more people needing our help. The multiple pathways highlighted in this newsletter include many of these newer approaches that are helping survivors and families move into housing of their own sooner. This is an exciting time in our work, as we are beginning to see shifts in our national policies that guide our responses to homeless families and survivors of domestic violence. We are elated by these developments because they are expected to bring new resources to these unique populations, and we embrace the renewed opportunity to help women and families escape violence and chaos, both urgently and permanently. 

It’s nothing short of heartbreaking when I hear the things our clients endure daily while they attempt to live with abuse. For so many of the people who call our Domestic Violence Hotline, they want the abuse to end yet are terrified at the thought of not having a home of their own. It used to surprise me that well over half of the callers did not want to come to our shelter. But it didn’t take me long to understand. As a parent, I would find it difficult to take my children from what they knew as home and enter a group living environment. After all, as parents, our primary duties include ensuring our children have a home, with meals we make and rules we establish. 

By offering more immediate pathways to independent housing for survivors and homeless families, we can accelerate the process of stabilization. Until now, there have been limited options for families and survivors to obtain long-term housing of their own. I’m excited by this new emphasis, as it is in our independent housing programs where I have seen the most profound and long-lasting changes take place in our families. I cannot thank you enough for your support and compassion in making stability possible for so many in our community.
In partnership and with appreciation, 

 

Caroline Jones, MSW
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MISSION

Doorways for Women and Families creates pathways out of domestic violence and 
homelessness leading to safe and stable lives.

VISION

We envision a community where all people live free of violence and have safe and 
stable lives.

DOORWAYS FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Shelley Goode, President

Stephen Fedorchak, Secretary

Jim Arnold, Treasurer

Nicholas Evans, Past President

Charles Adkins-Blanch

Alice Barrett

Christy Cole

Rebecca Collins

Monica M. Gardner

Erik Gutshall

John Kell

Christine Leonhardt-Kimm

Joanne Petty

Justin Miller

Emily Nack

Russell Rosenberger

Lynne Strobel

Trey Walker

Alisa Wong

Monte Zaben

Welcome to our new board members: John Kell, Joanne Petty, Trey Walker,  
and Alisa Wong!

Unless otherwise noted, all men, women and children in photographs are models 
whose images have been used for illustrative purposes only. 
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“To best serve our clients, 

we need to confront the 

stereotypes that prevent 

our community from 

recognizing and addressing 

the problems facing too 

many of our neighbors.”

Domestic violence is the leading cause of homelessness 
among women. Families represent the fastest growing 
segment of the homeless population. Now, possibly more 
than ever, women and families need a pathway out of 
domestic violence and homelessness. 

To best serve our clients, we need to confront the 
stereotypes that prevent our community from recognizing 
and addressing the problems facing too many of our 
neighbors. Debunking these myths in our daily interactions 
goes a long way to developing a community where all 
live free of violence and in safe 
housing.     

“Why Doesn’t She Just Leave?”

Leaving one’s abusive partner 
can be one of the most difficult 
decisions to make. Abusive 
partners typically isolate their 
partners from their friends and 
families, leaving them with little 
to no support network to turn to 
when attempting to leave. Further, 
financial abuse often prevents 
victims from working or having 
access to money, which means 
they may lack the resources and 
skills to adequately provide for 
themselves and their children 
upon leaving. 

For violent 
relationships, 
the time right 
after leaving 
one’s abusive 
partner is 
when the 
survivor is most 
vulnerable. 
Separation has 
been identified 

as a trigger for extreme violence, including homicide risk. 
The situation is difficult for all these reasons and more, not 
the least of which being the love that one feels for their 
abusive partner and the hope that the relationship will get 
better with time.

Where would you turn if your friends no longer understood 
why you stay?  Leaving an abusive partner is a difficult 
process - one that typically takes several attempts. 
Fortunately, our 24-Hour Domestic Violence Hotline is 
available to help every caller develop a safety plan, identify 
resources, and, ultimately, find their pathway to safety.  
Doorways 24-Hour Domestic Violence  
Hotline: (703) 237-0881

“Why Don’t They Just Get a Job?”

How many minimum-wage jobs 
does it take to afford a two-
bedroom apartment in Arlington?  
At $7.25 per hour, a person would 
have to work 70 hours per week in 
order to afford the average rent of 
$2,036. Add in the cost of utilities, 
food, transportation, childcare, 
and healthcare – and you can 
begin to see that we are asking 
the wrong question.   

While finding employment 
can certainly be a struggle for 
those recovering from abuse, 
the primary difficulty in our 
community comes from the lack 
of affordable housing. Doorways’ 
Financial Independence Track 

teaches families how to manage their finances and, on 
average, helps households increase their annual wealth 
accumulation by 
$30,000. Even with 
employment and 
better financial 
management, it 
can still be a long 
road to finding 
permanent housing. 
Further complicating 
an already difficult 
situation, when 
affordable units become available they often cannot 
accommodate a modest-sized family. 

It All Starts With a Call

For some individuals, a phone call 
may be all they need right now. Our 
trained staff and volunteers help 
each person who calls our  
24-Hour Domestic Violence 
Hotline identify safety tools and 

resources to improve their situation or that of a loved 
one. In the same manner, our Court Advocacy and 
Companionship Program serves more than 500 people 
each year with legal assistance and personalized safety 
plans as they enter the legal system seeking help. 

Safe Housing 

Sadly, many who call for help are in need of more than a 
plan or resource; they need a safe place to call home. And 
by the time they reach us, most have run out of options. 

A safe home is the first step in moving out of harm’s 
way - the quicker we can place someone into housing, 
the quicker we can address the root causes of their 
homelessness. It’s why we work with women and families 
to provide nurturing, confidential, and secure housing 
options where they can escape from trauma. We have 
three key strategies that can be customized to best meet 
the needs of those we serve and provide a pathway to a 
safe home: 

•  Homeless Prevention: Whenever possible, we attempt 
to prevent women and families from becoming homeless. 
Homeless prevention can be the most cost-effective 
and least traumatic way to help families avoid shelter or 
re-housing. For families who are facing eviction due to 
a short-term crisis, we can work with their landlords and 
provide emergency financial assistance and supportive 
services that will enable them to remain in their homes and 
recover their independence.  

•  Rapid Re-Housing:  When prevention is not possible, we 
work with homeless women and families to rapidly re-house 
them in a home of their own. Our HomeStart Supportive 
Housing Program rapidly houses families directly into 
subsidized apartments throughout Arlington. Knowing that 
families have endured enough instability, this program affords 
the opportunity to “transition-in-place,” as families retain 
their housing during and after completion of our program. 

•  Shelter & Re-Housing: If affordable housing is not 
readily available and a woman or family needs instant 
safety, we can provide immediate, short-term placement 
in one of our two emergency shelters, our Domestic 
Violence Safehouse or Freddie Mac Foundation Family 
Home. These programs provide a critical part of our 
safety net by ensuring people have a place to live in times 
of emergency and crisis. But shelter is not a permanent 
solution, which is why we work with each woman and 
family to create a plan that will move them quickly into 
safe and affordable housing of their own. 

Support Services All Along the Way

Coupled with housing, we work with families to establish 
individual goals that enable them to build self-sufficient 
lives. Our Financial Independence Track teaches  
critical financial management skills through one-on-one 
counseling, while our Counseling Services create a 
safe space for each member of the family to address 
the trauma experienced in the journey out of domestic 
violence and homelessness. With children representing 
over 50% of the individuals in our programs, our Children’s 
Services offer vital emotional and social support to youth, 
while providing parents with guidance on their child’s 
development. 

Safe and Stable Lives 

While there are many pathways out of domestic violence 
and homelessness, they all lead to one place: a safe and 
stable life for women and families. Along their path, each 
individual faces unique 
challenges, but together, 
we can ensure that they 
have the skills, resources, 
and support needed to 
overcome these challenges. 
While the thought of ending 
domestic violence and 
homelessness is daunting, 
we are fortunate enough to 
see families do it every day. 

See pages 8-9 for a visual 
representation of the multiple 
pathways we create out of 
domestic violence and family 
homelessness.

Confronting Stereotypes(continued from page 1)
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Thank you from all the staff at Doorways

“I would tell any woman 

or family going through 

hardship that Doorways is 

a place where I feel safe 

and comfortable talking 

about my issues.” 

GOOD WORKS
Holiday Wishes

Our community responded in 
droves this past holiday season. 
More than 125 donors came 
together to provide the families 
at Doorways with critical needs 
and presents as part of our annual 
Holiday Wishes Program. In an 
amazingly touching display of 
generosity, more than $22,000 
in gift cards and $27,000 worth of supplies were given to 
the women and families in our programs. Thank you for 
helping give neighbors in need the uplifting support and 
opportunities that we all appreciate. 

Caring Community

Doorways could not provide vital necessities to our 
families without in-kind donations from The Caring 
Community. With these donations, our programs are able 
to provide more than just shelter. By organizing drives 
for needed household items, your donations will allow 
Doorways to help families begin on the path to stability 
and independence. Our families so often speak about how 
big a difference it made for them in a difficult time to know 
that someone cared about them. On behalf of so many, we 
thank you. Here is how you can get involved:

•  Individuals: Sign up for our “Caring Community  
on Call” email list. Go to our Homepage  
(www.DoorwaysVA.org) and sign up for our email list on 
the right side of the page. Be sure to check that you want 
to receive “Updates on Needs for Goods and Services.”  
Our emails will keep you informed on how you can get 
involved with The Caring Community. 

• Organizations and Groups: Adopt a needed item and 
host a collection drive to provide for that need. Select 
an item and a month where the families at Doorways can 
count on your donation each year. 

Learn more at:  
http://www.DoorwaysVA.org/caringcommunity 

Thank You to Our Amazing Volunteers!

Doorways volunteers provided more than 2,700 hours 
of service from October 2011 through March 2012!  We 
appreciate our volunteers’ dedication to Doorways and 
our clients. 

Volunteers of the Month:  

October 2011: Lauren Boston, Shelter Volunteer

November 2011:  Stan Rubler, Storage Volunteer

December 2011:  Tani Lublin, Children’s Volunteer

January 2012:  Holly Herman, Shelter Volunteer

February 2012:  Peyton Palmore, Facilities Volunteer

March 2012: Melissa Kenney, Shelter and Children’s Volunteer

April 2012:  Mary Brasler, Administrative Volunteer

2011 Dinner with Friends:  

Dinner with Friends is a monthly event in which clients 
from across Doorways’ programs come together for a meal 
and an educational program. Thank you to the Church 
of God and Saints of Christ, Ernst & Young LLP, Junior 
League of Washington, Arlington Metaphysical Chapel, 
the National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA), NV 
Juniors, and Zonta Club for providing delicious dinners for 
our clients. Additional thanks to the volunteers from the 
Junior League of Washington for providing childcare at 
every event.  

By Wyatt Schroeder, Communications & Outreach Specialist

Moments after I hung up the phone to schedule my 
interview with her, Tamicka received the call that she had 
been waiting for: she had been approved for an apartment 
and could move in on Saturday. After too many tears cried 
out of desperation, she cried tears of pure joy. “I couldn’t 
believe I did it. I can’t believe it.”  

I had the privilege of interviewing Tamicka, hoping to tell 
the story of how Doorways’ programs help women and 
families build brighter futures for themselves. I caught 
Tamicka in a jubilant mood, 
because just the day before, she 
had been approved for her first 
apartment. She recalled to me, “I 
was sitting here depressed and 
sad and I had to tell myself that 
I’ve been through this before. But 
then the phone rang.”  

Tamicka came to this moment 
after weeks spent at our 
Domestic Violence Safehouse, 
following a separation from 
her abusive partner. “He was 
deciding everything for me; 
making me get out of the car 
in the middle of the highway,” 
Tamicka remembered, “I didn’t 
know where to turn, because he 
cut me off.” But she did work up the courage to call our 
24-Hour Domestic Violence Hotline and was “welcomed 
with open arms” into one of our two emergency shelters. 

“After moving into the shelter, the second day I had an 
interview and the third day I had a job,” recollecting how 
quickly she found personal success, “It was my first job.”  
Tamicka measures her real progress not in dollars, but in 
self-esteem. “When I got here I felt like I was worthless and 
now I feel like I’m somebody.” Working with Doorways’ 
cadre of financial educators, children’s services staff, and 
counselors, Tamicka was able to “overcome the obstacles I 
had with myself.”  

While she was working intensively on the emotional and 
personal impacts of her abuse, Tamicka found a beloved 
community, where others would “share the joy with you” 
and “always be there.”  Talking with her, it’s easy to notice 
the nascent nostalgia for her fellow housemates and the 

Doorways staff that knew her best. But Tamicka is not one 
to worry, “I know that these friendships are going to last 
the rest of my life.”

“I would tell any woman or family going through hardship 
that Doorways is a place where I feel safe and comfortable 
talking about my issues.”  

The agreement had been signed; the keys were waiting. 
Following her departure from her abusive partner, Tamicka 
had been tirelessly working toward this day. She admitted 
to having hit speed bumps along the way, including being 

recently denied for an apartment. 
But all of those barriers had 
prepared her for the path ahead. 
Taking a moment to reflect, I asked 
Tamicka what she was most looking 
forward to now that she is going 
to have her own place. “I look 
forward to one day buying my own 
house, graduating college, and 
one day having Doorways to thank 
for everything.”

I told Tamicka that I felt privileged 
to be sharing in the abundant joy 
she was experiencing. She laughed 
and said, “You don’t understand. 
I haven’t smiled this much in my 
whole life.”

TAMICKA’S STORY



8 9

Domestic Violence 
Hotline

24/7 hotline that provides advice, referrals, 
and safety planning to survivors of domestic 
violence, their friends and family. Provides 
a direct pathway to shelter or housing for 
those in imminent danger.

Court Advocacy & 
Companionship Program
Provides legal guidance, support, and safety 
planning to survivors of domestic violence 
and their families.

   Pathways out of
We receive thousands of requests 
for help each year. Each is as 
unique as the pathways we 
provide to safety and 
stability.

Homeless Prevention
Achieved through emergency financial assistance and supportive services that 
allow families to maintain their current housing and rebuild their self-sufficiency. 

Rapid Long-Term Housing
Quickly moves families from shelter or homelessness into safe and stable 
housing of their own with financial assistance and supportive services. 
This includes our HomeStart Supportive Housing Program.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Long-term financial assistance and supportive services for the small number of 
families with the most complex challenges.
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WHAT SAFETY & STABILITY 
LOOKS LIKE:

Support Services

REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

COUNSELING SERVICES
Works with families to establish 
realistic and achievable goals 
that will enable women to 
build self-sufficient lives for 
themselves and their families.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Offers physical, emotional, and 
social support to help children 
heal from the traumatic effects 
of domestic violence and 
homelessness.

FINANCIAL  
INDEPENDENCE TRACK
Empowers clients one-on-one 
to manage their daily finances, 
gain control over their debt, and 
create a financial safety plan.

Shelter

• Domestic Violence Safehouse
• Freddie Mac Foundation Family Home

 Domestic Violence and Homelessness

n  �94% of clients exiting our programs transition to 
safe, positive housing.

n  Over 85% of our program graduates have 
jobs, savings, benefits, and reduced debt.

n  93% of parents report that their 
families are stronger and more 

stable.

n  On average, families 
participating in our Financial 
Independence Track (FIT) 
increase their annual wealth 
accumulation by $30,265.
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The Brighter Futures Society is a special giving society of individual donors who 
recognize the need for ongoing, sustainable funding. As investors, philanthropists, 
and change agents, members commit to donate $1,000 or more on an annual 
basis for a five-year period. This investment in the long-term sustainability of 
Doorways’ programs and services ensures we will continue to be there for those 
in need, year after year. 

Leadership Circle members are individuals whose annual cash support of Doorways’ mission and services 
equals $1,000 or more. This list includes Leadership Circle members from January 1, 2011 – December 
31, 2011.

Champions for Brighter 
Futures ($25,000 or more for 
5 years)
Caruthers Foundation Inc.
Tom & Raina Rose Tagle
Heidi L. Wagner

Stewards for Brighter Futures 
($10,000 - $24,999 for  
5 years)
Christy & Don Cole
The Ruth Lawrence Fund
Frances Storey

Guardians for Brighter 
Futures ($1,000 - $9,999 for  
5 years)
John Andelin & Ginger Geo�rey
Anonymous
Rebecca J. Ault
Denise Bloomfield
Shirley Bloomfield & Dan Patterson
Robin Buckley & James Olds
Blain & Peg Butner
Kristin Cabral
Henry & Susan Cassidy
Ed & Caren Cohen
Ann Cole
Rebecca Collins
Thomas J. Colucci
Erin & Cary Comer

Congregation Etz Hayim
Janet & Ralph Cook
Paula Cruickshank
Pam & Peter D’Ambrosio
Philip Dale Dean, Jr.
Wendy Levenson Dean
Pearl L. Deck Fund 
Patricia L. Eccker 
Moley & Nicholas Evans
Stephen Fedorchak &  
Kristin Gibbs
Alice Barrett Feeley &  
Brendan Feeley
Gerri & Glen Ferguson
Lisa G. Foster
Monica M. Gardner
Shelley Goode & Thomas Matthews
Julie Goon
Janice Haub Ryerson
Shawn & Kristine Howard
Stacey Hughes
Caroline & Christopher Jones
Christine & Terence Kimm
Gary & Vicki Kirkbride
The Kropp Family
Laura Lapin
Peter Lauria & Kathleen Sheehan
Mary J. Mellon
Justin & Laura Miller

James Moran
Randy Morrow
Emily Nack & Josh Peizer
Mary Pendergast
JuliAnna Potter
Vanessa Procter
Mark & Leigh Ann Rizierri
Russell & Ellen Rosenberger
Yuri & Michelle Sagatov
Brad & Diane Smith
Dana J. Snyder
Judith & Frank Stearns
Lynne J. Strobel
Kristin Thakor
Margaret P. Tevis
Maureen Thompson
Ellen J. Toups
Janell Tuttle
Kristin Welsh
Monte & Christine Zaben

Champions ($10,000 or More)

Christopher & Dawn Torti

Anonymous

Stewards ($5,000 - $9,999)

Cole Birches Foundation

Mary Hennessy

Je�rey Jackman & Melanie  
Nathanson

Stephen & Beth McNally

Joshua & Joanne Petty

Ruth & Hal Launders Charitable Trust

John & Winifred Silverson

Brian & Maria Smith

Wayne & Susan Stocks

Daniel & Linda Vilardo

Guardians ($1,000 - $4,999)

Anonymous

Kevin Baer & Beth Burrous

Anthony & Luz Barbera

Kenneth Bass & Catherine Wang

Geo�rey & Molly Beier

Matthew L. Bennett & Susan 
Lambert

Rachel Brand & Jonathan Cohn

Rosebud Brown

Stephen & Jeanette Bruce

Dan Burkhead

Richard & Joedy Cambridge

Connie Cappadena

Caring Neighbor

Eva Marie Carney

Quan & Caitlin Chau

Santosh & Natahsa Chokhani

Carissa Christensen

Susan Clyde

Kristen Colston

Jake & Angela Crandlemire

Ed Cresko� & Rebecca Fenneman

Michele Curran

Margaret Dean & Thomas Wukitsch

Michael & Sharon Deich

Ed & Rosalie Demoney

Craig & Tammy Donnelly

Thomas P. Duke Fund

Mark Edie

Connie M. Ericson

Jonathan & Susan Etherton

David & Marilyn Falksen

Brad & Janet Fleetwood

Bonnie Flynn & Tilly Smith

Alta Foster-Gallahan

Frank M. Ewing Foundation, Inc.

Gail Franck

Rosemary George

Mary Alice Giarda

Oscar A. Goldfarb & Christine E. 
Fisher

Jon & Jennifer Gross

Lisa Grozio

Erik & Renee Gutshall

Elisabeth Hagen

Don Hartline

John R. Haskell

John & Ann Heinrich

Horoschak Family Fund

Rosemary Hubbard

Nancy Iacomini

Frank & Marie Jaeger

Jill Jermano & Steven Mielnicki

Susan Jewett & Thomas R.  
Lundquist

Donald & Barbara Jones

Celeste T. Kearney

Ingrid Keune

The Kiplinger Foundation

The Leonard Family Fund

Edward Lewandowski

A. John Stelberg & Mary  Logan

Kevin & Randi Mack

Lisa MacVittie & Andrew Ruge

David Manners –Weber

Helaine Mario, Sundial Foundation

Kelly Mauier

Randi Max

Anne McCulloch

Ray & Nancy McKinley

Stephen & Claire Messinger

Amalia Miller & Geo�rey Warner

Erika Miller

Debra Moss

Laura Pennycu� & Sander Glick

Kathryn Peyton

Benjamin Pierce

Sara Pikofsky & Dan Eisen

Emily Powell

Jeremy & Tamara Preiss

Carol Rakatansky

Phillip C. Rogers

Robert & Tobi Rozen

Kishore K. Sannidhanam & 
Suneetha Budampati

Julie Schauer

Anna-Maria & Frank Schneider

Katherine L. Schroder & Joseph 
Poellnitz

Shooshan Family Fund

Scott & Carol Ann Smallwood

Thomas & Kathalina Stein

Daniel & Jeanne Sweeney

Eric & Dawn Sword

Richard & Linda Tarplin

Nadine Tronick

Michael Turco

Andrew A. Viola

Kenneth & Andrea Weckstein

Jim Whittaker

Wilder Real Estate LLC

Liliane Willens

David & Juliana Yaskin

Al & Laura Young

Vance & Jean Zavela

 

Brighter Futures Society Members Shelley 
Goode and Thomas Matthews
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SPOTLIGHT: Ralph F. Boyd, Jr. Freddie Mac Foundation
Doorways for Women and 
Families would like to extend a 
fond farewell and best wishes 
to Ralph F. Boyd Jr. as he steps 
down as Executive Vice President 
for Community Relations for 
Freddie Mac and President/CEO 
of the Freddie Mac Foundation. 
Ralph served in that role since 
2005, where he oversaw the 
national capital region’s most 
philanthropic programs in the 
fight against homelessness. 

Doorways has had the fortune 
of working with Ralph for many 
years in his capacity at the 
Freddie Mac Foundation. The 
Foundation’s $500,000 grant in 
2007 provided a catalyst for the 
construction of a new shelter, 
now known as our Freddie Mac 
Foundation Family Home. 
The Family Home houses 
21 individuals at a time in a 

dignified, family-friendly setting. 
Realizing shelter is a first step, 
Freddie Mac also increased 
ongoing funding for Doorways’ 
HomeStart and Homeless 
Prevention programs.

“I want to thank Ralph Boyd and 
the Freddie Mac Foundation 
for all that they have done for 
families in our community,” 
Executive Director Caroline 
Jones shared. “Over the past 
several years, thanks to Freddie 
Mac, we’ve been able to reach 
more and more people who can 
get out of a difficult situation and 
go on to thrive.”

Everyone at Doorways wishes the 
best to Ralph Boyd as he leaves 
Freddie Mac and continues 
making a positive impact on his 
community. 

A Community of Giving
Cumulative cash gifts from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011, excluding giving societies (recognized on pages 10-12).

Doorways is deeply grateful for the generous support of all individuals, corporations, foundations, civic groups, and faith 
communities. Due to space restrictions, only contributions of $250 and higher are listed. 

$25,000+ 

Allstate Foundation

Arlington Department of Community  
Planning, Housing and Development

Arlington County Department of Human 
Services 

Commonwealth of Virginia    

Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Commonwealth of Virginia Department of 
Housing and  Community Development

Commonwealth of Virginia Department of 
Social Services

The Community Foundation for the National 
Capital Region

Geary-O’Hara Family Foundation

May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

The Palmer Foundation

United Way of the National Capital Area

Washington Area Women’s Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999 

America’s Charities

Anonymous

Arlington Women’s Civic Alliance

Boeing Employees Community Fund

Christ Church of Arlington

Clark Winchcole Foundation

Harry and Zoe Poole Foundation

Metro Washington Council of Government

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church

Venable Foundation

Vicky Collins Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Washington Forrest Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

$2,500 - $9,999 

Dominion Foundation

Faith Lutheran Church

International Monetary Fund

Philip L. Graham Fund

The TJX Foundation

WHF Foundation

World Bank Community Connections Fund

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous

Arlington Chapter of Links, Inc.

Arlington Community Foundation

Arlington County Bar Foundation

Arlington County Tennis Association

Aurora Hills Women’s Club

Church of the Covenant Presbyterian

Daughters of Penelope Helle

Doing Small Miracles for Others

First Presbyterian Church

Hope Christian Church, Women of  Virtue

Interstate Management Co. LLC

Kiwanis Club of Arlington

Little Falls Presbyterian Church

Marshall B. Coyne Foundation

Mothers of Northern Arlington

Mount Olivet United Methodist Church

National Conferencing, Inc.

Rock Spring Congregational United Church 
of Christ

Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church

SMI Foundation, Inc.

Temple Rodef Shalom

Universal Title

Zonta Club of Arlington Area, District III

$500 - $999

Charles & Sara Adkins-Blanch

Terri L. Anderson

Arlington Interfaith Council

Arlington Presbyterian Church

Arlington Quilters Unlimited

David & Megumi T. Armstrong

Susan Auerhan

Jeanette Beers

Howard Bierman & Jill Coleman

Georgette Blanchfield

BM Smith & Associates

Tiffany Boiman & David Mihalchik

George & Margaret Bolash

The Boston Foundation

Theresa & Michael Bratt

David W. Briggs

Blair Brooks

Mark & Gita Budd

Diane Buckley-Maidt

Virginia Burton

Caring Hands Animal Hospital

Stephen & Monica Carlin

CGI Federal Inc.

Sandi Chesrown

Classic Concierge

Shaun & Surekha E. Cohen

Mark A. Cole

Costco Wholesale

Cox Farms

Chris & Susanna Crowder

Susan Cunningham

Sandra Slaughter Dent

Melissa Devnich

Laurie Effron

Doug Elliott

Executive Travel Associates

Thomas & Meghan Fatouros

Katie Fellin

Andrew Ferguson

Jessica Flathmann

James & Elizabeth Folsom

Marianne Gardner

Jill Gatti

Peggy Garter

Louis & Deborah A. Geanuleas

Shanda Georg

G Group International, LLC

Sherry Gray

Cheryl Gregory

Edward & Suzanne Griesmer

Linda Grove

Doug Hamilton

Mark Hidalgo

Carolyn Howard

Cindy A. Hubbard

Elizabeth Schill Hughes

Tod & Allison Ibrahim

Independent Project Analysis, Inc

ITT Visual Information Solutions

Matthew Jones

Judith Kaufmann

Sheila Kirby

Betty Ann Kramer

Krista LaBelle

Roslyn Latto

Lowell & Jean E. Lynch

Jasper Lee & Marty Mathis

Kathleen A. McSweeney & Michael Rafky

Stacey Meyer

C. Preston & Morgan Miller

Ms. Molly Foundation

Nicholas Mormann

William Nack

Brenda Nardone

Barbara V. Nicholas

Tracy & Rod O’Malley

Our Lady Queen of Peace Church

Katie Pahner

Steve & Harriet Pearson

Dian K. Petty

Carol D. Pickens

Plave Koch PLC

Potomac Harmony Chorus

Project Fin

Ramsey Asset Management

Sandra Redmore

Resurrection Lutheran Church

Selena Roberts

Rocklands BBQ

Judy Rosemeier

Andrew Schmitt

Meredith Jr. & Susan Senter

Shelter Alliance

Loretta J. Shogren

James & Benta Sims

Anna Slomovic

Platinum Level  ($50,000+)
Caruthers Properties, LLC

Freddie Mac Foundation

Gold Level ($25,000-$49,999)
Allstate Foundation

Hogan Lovells 

The Liberty Tavern

Madison Homes, Inc.

Silver Level ($10,000-$24,999)
Airlines Reporting Corporation

Baker Tilly 

Bank of America Charitable  
Foundation

Boeing Employees Community Fund

Deloitte

ExxonMobil

Kaiser-Permanente

Keller Williams           

Arlington Community Total  
Support (KW ACTS)

Mack Crounse Group, LLC

Matrix Group International

Morrison & Foerster

Network Data Systems

Venable Foundation

The Verve Partnership, LLC

Wells Fargo 

Ambassador Level  
($2,500-$9,999)
Apex Foundation

BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc

Bogart Associates, Inc. 

C. Mack Solutions

Cassidy Turley

Capital One Bank

Coldwell Banker Cares Foundation

Compass Point Research and 
Trading

Dominion Virginia Power

ECG Management Consultants

ESI International/Huthwaite

IBM

John Marshall Bank

JSI Research & Training Institute, Inc.

M & T Bank

Macy’s

Minuteman Press

Mount Vernon Printing

Neale Architects

Paradigm

Sagatov Associates, Inc.

Segue Technologies

TJX Foundation

Training Resources Group

United Technologies Corporation

Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & 
Walsh 

The Corporate Ambassadors program is a leadership group of corporations that work in partnership with 
Doorways to end homelessness and domestic violence in our community.
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Trained Doorways staff and volunteers are 
available 24 hours a day on our Domestic 
Violence Hotline

Jeffrey H. Smith

Marcia S. Smith

Timothy Sparklin

Michael Stein

Marilyn E. Stone

Sara Taylor

Temple Rodef Shalom Sisterhood

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Ultrasound Associates

Elizabeth Redmond VanWinkle

Gopi Vatsavayi

Verizon

Ryan Wagener

Daniel Wagner

Washington & Lee High School

Watt, Tieder, Hoffar & Fitzgerald, LLP

John & Kathleen White

Patty Widerman

Leslie Wilder

Margaret M. Willingham

Tor & Linda Winston

Douglas A. Wolf

Alisa Wong

Damon Wright

$250 - $499

The AES Corporation

Diane S. Allemang

Barbara Allen

Alpha Chi Omega - Alpha Epsilon Alpha 
Alumnae Chapter

Bernard & Patricia Alter

Stewart & Carla Conover Aly

Arlington Business and Civic Circle

Arlington Church of the Brethren

Arlington County Medical Society Alliance

ARLnow.com

Ashlawn Homemakers

Andy & Nina Bacas

Annette E. Baker

Rita J. Bamberger

Donna Banks

Sally Barnes

Frederick & Gladys Barrett

Douglas & Carri Berenson

Marcel Bernard

Charlene & Harlow Bickford

Diane Burstein

Sandra Carrier

Evalyn Carter

Clarendon Child Care Center

Computershare

Jane Tyler Cushman

Peter & Stephanie Dailey

Artur & Tara Davis

Richard & Cheryl Deem

Patricia L. Deloatche Dean & Christine 
DeRosa

Libby Derting

Takako Dickinson

Timothy & Albion Dickson

Chong Doh

Melanie Domres

Cheryl Duffy

Deborah A. Duffy

Brian & Lauren Duncan

Andrew Richard Elby

Emily Elliott

Erika Elvander

Mary Margaret Evans

Robert & Paula Evans

Michael & Janice Faden

J. Noel Fahey

Fairfax ENT & Fairfax Hearing Center

Fannie Mae

Andy & Kim Ferraro

Elizabeth Filipos Smith

Jonathan Fisher

Moira Forbes

Jeanne Franklin

Kenneth & Kathryn Fredgren

Morton & Ann M. Friedman

Margaret M. Gaffen

Carla Garrett

Barbara Gilligan

Give With Liberty

Laurel W. Glassman

Global Impact

Jo Ann Greenberg

Christopher Guest

Jane W. Gwinn

Eduardo & Lynda Gyles

Linda Hadley

Kristin Haldeman

Laurie Hall

Patricia E. Haman

Laura Hanna-Bergen

Scott & Jennifer R. Helsel

Janet Henrichsen

Highlands Swim Team

William & Jayme Huleatt

Stephen & Barbara Huntoon

Bernie & Nancy Hyde

In Concert for Jane

Anne Inman

Christine L. Jennings

Kathy Lanita John

Susan Johnson

Vina Jordano

JustGive.org

Jessica Kaplan

John & Bowman Kell

Melissa Kenney

Kathleen Kenyon

Kinhaven Pre-School

Kissable Canine

Karl & Susan Klauck

Liesel Kuhr

Anica Landreneau

Louise Laurence

Lauren Lawson-Zilai

Wendy Leben

Rebecca Leet

Rhonda Lees

Priscilla R. Linn

Little Falls Presbyterian Church

Ryan & Kerry Lombard

S. Victoria Long

Candy Lumpkin

Daniel & Marian W. MacGilvray

William Maher

Bruce McDonald

Peter McKenna

The Meridian At Courthouse Commons

Lena Mikulak

Dana Milburn

Jane Miller

John & Eileen Miller

Kevin & Judy Moak

Jenny Montgomery

Stephen & Katie Moody

Erin & Sharon Moore

Katherine Mullins

National Park Foundation

National Petroleum Council

John & Vicki Nelson

Dan & Alice Nicolson

Maeve O’Higgins

Olivet Episcopal Church

OTM Partners

Todd & Sandi Parker

Kathryn Peters

David & Paula Potts

Gretchen A. Redmond

Lila Reinold

Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Christopher Rogers

Cheryl Parker Rose

Mary Rouleau

Negest Rucker

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Janet Sanderson

Christine Schelble

Beverly Schlotterbeck

Oona Schmid

Dawn Schon

Kathy J. Schwartz

Kathleen Gilles Seidel

Amy Falk Sheldon

John Shideler

Danny Shively

Deborah J. Short

Sebastian Sobolev

Ellsworth & Martha J. Stay

William M. Stevens

William J. Swedish

Sue & Clement Swisher

Lesley K. Tillier

Christy Tinnes

Jennifer Toole

Ruth Towers

Amy Tsuchitani

Peiti Tung

Jeff Turner

Colleen Vossler

John J. Wall

Terri Welter

William & Linda D. Wharton, Jr.

What’s the Deal DC

Sally S. White

Marilynn W. Wilson

Scott & Natasha Wing

Anne H. Wittenberg

Carole Woodward

Dennis & Kathleen Wright

Craig R. Wulf

Hillary Zahm

ANSWERING THE 
CALL: A Volunteer 
Tells Her Story of 
Answering the 
Hotline
By Lauren Boston, Shelter Volunteer

When I first started volunteering 
at the Domestic Violence 
Safehouse nearly two years ago, 
I was terrified of receiving my 
first DV hotline call. I was afraid I 
would forget all of my training the 
second the phone rang, freeze 
up and either say the wrong thing 
or nothing at all—a daunting 
possibility when people in need 
would be relying on me for help. 

For better or worse, I got my first 
call on that very first shift. I can’t 
even remember what I said—most 
of it was a blur. But I do remember 
hanging up after I had provided 
the caller with both resources 
and a listening ear, taking a deep 
breath and thinking, “OK, I can do 
this.”

On my second shift, I spoke with 
a hotline caller who was in her 
early twenties—the same age as 

me. She was very 
distressed and 
expressed both 
hopelessness 
and frustration 
with her situation. 
After the young 
woman hung up, I 
could feel my eyes 
brimming with 
tears. I was caught 
off guard by her 
age and felt such 
sadness that she 
was weighed 
down by so 
much during a 
time of her life 
that should be 
all about finding yourself and true 
loves. It was so far beyond my 
reality and hard to comprehend 
that I felt a little overwhelmed. But 
again, I took a deep breath and 
thought, “OK, I can do this.”

Over the last two years, I’ve 
been fortunate in that I’ve never 
received a call that I felt as though 
I couldn’t handle. Every time 
the phone rings, I’m still a little 
nervous, because you never know 
what will be waiting for you on 
the other end. But you just trust 
in your training – and, sometimes 
more importantly, your kindness 
and compassion – and hope that 
you are able to help someone just 
a little bit.

I don’t know what happened to 
that 20-something who I spoke to 
on my second day. I’d like to think 
she is wandering around Europe 
without a care in the world, eating 
croissants in Paris or floating 
through Venice in a gondola.  
Or chasing her dream—not the 

smart, sensible career her parents 
wanted her to pursue but the 
one that makes her feel alive. Or 
falling in love with a kind, smart, 
ridiculously good-looking guy. All 
of the things every 20-something 
woman deserves.

In reality, I know she is probably 
doing none of these things. But 
I hope she is at least safe and 
beginning to heal and dream 
again. 

You never know how you’re 
going to change someone’s life. 
Did I make a huge impact on 
that woman two years ago—or 
anyone who has called since?  I 
hope so. I hope I made her feel 
just a little bit more confident 
and courageous about changing 
her life. Maybe, I showed her 
a little sliver of light at the end 
of the tunnel. And maybe she’ll 
eventually book that plane ticket 
to Europe.

It’s why I keep answering the 
phone.
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How You Can Get Involved & 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Join us as we create pathways out of 
domestic violence and homelessness. 
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Attend a Brighter Futures Tour and learn more about 
the specialized services Doorways provides to survivors of 
domestic violence and families experiencing homelessness. 

Space is limited, so sign up today!

•  Thursday, June 14th, 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
•  Thursday, July 12th, 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
•  Thursday, August 9th, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
•  Thursday, September 13th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
•  Thursday, October 11th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm
•  Thursday, November 8th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm
•  Thursday, December 13th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm

To sign up to attend a tour, please contact Kristina Dugan 
at 703-504-9289 or KDugan@DoorwaysVA.org

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Volunteer! To learn more about our volunteer program 
and opportunities, attend one of our monthly Volunteer 
Information Nights held the 1st Tuesday of every month, 
from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm at our administrative offices. 

•  Tuesday, June 5th  
•  Tuesday, July 3rd  
•  Tuesday, August 7th 
•  Tuesday, September 4th

To sign up to attend a Volunteer Information Night, or to 
learn more about our volunteer program, please contact 
Simone Schonenberger at 703-504-9284 or  
SSchonenberger@DoorwaysVA.org

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Make a Tax-Deductible Financial Contribution to 
show your commitment to the most vulnerable in our 
community. Doorways is a sound investment with $.87 of 
every dollar donated going directly to support the women, 
children, and families we serve. You can make a donation 
by going to our secure website at www.DoorwaysVA.org/
donate or contacting Heather O’Malley at 703-504-9290 or  
HOmalley@DoorwaysVA.org

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Start a Collection Drive!  Join the Caring Community 
by supplying personal care and household items to the 
families in our programs by coordinating and hosting 
a collection drive. Rallying together friends, family, co-
workers, or your faith group can be a fun way to build 
community and help a local cause at the same time. To 
learn about our daily needs and how to host a collection 
drive, contact Wyatt Schroeder at 703-504-9283 or  
WSchroeder@DoorwaysVA.org 

Learn more about the Caring Community at  
www.DoorwaysVA.org/caringcommunity

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Stay in Touch with Us
Administrative Office: 703-504-9400
Domestic Violence Safehouse & Hotline: 703-237-0881
Court Advocacy & Companionship Program: 703-244-5165
Freddie Mac Foundation Family Home: 703-907-0022

www.DoorwaysVA.org 

	 Find us on Facebook! www.Facebook.com/DoorwaysVA	 Follow us on Twitter! www.twitter.com/DoorwaysVA

Watch us on YouTube! www.youtube.com/DoorwaysVA


